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Why	should	I	give	a	S***		

about	this	thing	they	call	

Nusach??	

The	text	(nusach)	of	all	the	blessings	was	ordained	
by	Ezra	and	his	court.	 It	 is	not	fit	to	alter	 it,	to	add	
to	it,	or	to	detract	from	it.	Whoever	alters	the	text	
(nusach)	 of	 a	 blessing	 from	 that	 ordained	 by	 the	
Sages	is	making	an	error…		
Hilchot	Brachot		Ch.1,	Halacha	5		

“…indicate	 the	 specific	 version,	 form,	 pattern,	
or	 style	 in	 which	 any	 particular	 thing	 may	 be	
done.”	

‘B’nusach	Philadelphia’		

“intonation	of	the	liturgy”	

Rosh	Hashanah	
Ma’ariv	Chatzi	
Kaddish	(Sung	by	
me!)	

Rosh	Hashanah	Bar’chu	
(Sung	by	Cantor	Naftali	
Herstik)	
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“If	you	were	to	take	a	cat	and	throw	this	cat	up	into	the	

air,	 this	 cat	 would	 turn	 this	 way	 and	 spin	 over	 and	

somersault,	 but	 it	 would	 always	 land	 on	 its	 four	 feet.	

This	is	nusach.	You	can	do	whatever	you	want	within	the	

piece.	You	can	even	modulate	out	of	the	key,	as	 long	as	

you	 return	 to	 the	 traditional	 nusach	 and	 end	 in	 the	

nusach.”	

“…with	nusach	one	is	
as	free	as	a	bird	–	the	
opposite	of	stifled.	It	
makes	a	Shabbos	
morning	a	‘Jewish	
happening’.	

“With	great	freedom	comes	great	
responsibility.”		

Picture	of	Eleanor	Roosevelt,	New	York,	1889	

“Because	of	the	use	of	nusach,	one	should	be	able	
to	 go	 to	 shul	 any	 day	 of	 the	 week	 and	 know	
exactly	 the	 season,	 the	 week,	 possibly	 even	 the	
day	you	were	there,	even	if	you	were	blind.”		
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“A	composer	who	is	
not	familiar	with	
the	nusach	will	
compose	a	piece	
that	is	akin	to	a	
badly	stitched	
together	suit.”		

“Nusach	 is	 ‘traditional	 chant’,	 as	 heard	 through	 the	
generations,	passed	from	father	to	son	to	grandson	to	
great-grandson.”		

The	power	of	osmosis!	

“Nusach…can	be	learned	but	also	seems	to	be	often	
‘absorbed’.”		

I’M	FULL	
OF	

NUSACH!	

Hot	Potato	
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“Through	the	use	of	nusach	the	chazzan	has	a	huge	responsibility	to	

preserve	the	past	and	the	future	and	connect	them	together.	He	must	

insulate	the	nusach	against	any	elements	that	try	to	destroy	it	and	

choose	his	music	accordingly.”		

Chosen	Voices:	The	Story	of	the	American	Cantorate,	Mark	Slobin	p.257	

	

“It	is	nonsense	that	nusach	is	the	best	

medium	to	communicate	prayer	and	those	

who	think	this	will	‘end	up	in	a	museum’.”		

	

Nusach	is	an	endangered	species	
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(Start	at	sec.	14)	

Nusach	=	Spiritual?	


